[Assessment of recognition of emotions by healthy persons and patients with focal brain pathology].
To assess the involvement of different structures of the human brain into successive stages of the recognition of the principal emotions by facial expression, we examined 48 patients with local brain lesions and 18 healthy adult subjects. It was shown that at the first (intuitive) stage of the recognition, premotor areas of the right hemisphere and temporal areas of the left hemisphere are of considerable importance in the recognition of both positive and negative emotions. In this process, the left temporal areas are substantially involved into the recognition of anger, and the right premotor areas predominantly participate in the recognition of fear. In patients with lesions of the right and left brain hemispheres, at the second (conscious) stage of recognition, the critical attitude to the assessment of emotions drops depending on the sign of the detected emotion. We have confirmed the hypothesis about a correlation between the personality features of the recognition of facial expressions and the dominant emotional state of a given subject.